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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via 
email to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members  
district-wide via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student 
achievements and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Assistant, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Toffolon Prepares to Go Home 
The much anticipated return of the Toffolon 
School community to the  Northwest Drive site 
is almost here! The “official” first day of 
classes in the renovated building is scheduled 
for January 20, with plans for an open house 
on January 22. 

Did You Know… 

MSP World Language Teacher Rebecca Parkos 
and her 2005 Tasca Cobra Jet Mustang GT are 
featured in the February 2009 issue of Mustang 
Enthusiast. The Mustang is one of only seven 
built by Tasca Ford in 2005, and Rebecca was 
able to design it herself. The article notes that 
Rebecca has incorporated transportation and car 
parts vocabulary into her French and Spanish 
classes at the middle school. The car has also 
been used as a raffle prize for student pictures.   

FBLA / Student Council Supports 
Toys-For-Tots  
The Plainville High School Future Business Lead-
ers of America (FBLA) and Student Council are 
joining forces to help collect toys in support of the 
Marine Corps Toys-For-Tots Campaign. Un-
wrapped toys collected at the high school will be 
brought to the Marine Corps Center for distribu-
tion before the holidays. The FBLA Club is also 
organizing flower sales within the school and all 
proceeds from these events will be used to pur-
chase toys for the project. FBLA Advisors are 
Steven Michaud and Mary Jobs. Student Coun-
cil Advisors are Jeff Wanner, Jen Kohl, Allan 
Amundsen, Kelly Lyons, Steve Compson, Jen 
Micowski, Frank Bogdan, and Cheryl Hatha-
way. 

Budget Brief 
Recently, the State Board of Education ap-
proved several recommendations to the Gov-
ernor that would significantly reduce state aid 
for education. The Governor had previously 
directed every state agency to develop reduc-
tion options. Included in these recommenda-
tions would be a reduction in the Education 
Cost Sharing (ECS) grant which is the single 
largest state grant to towns and accounts for 
almost one-third of Plainville’s budget. Under 
the State Board of Education’s proposal, Plain-
ville would lose approximately $1.2 million in 
ECS funding alone.  
In FY 2008-09, the State's share of the costs 
of pre-K-12 local public education stands at 
41% - lower than last year (FY 07-08, 43.1%) 
and lower even than the beginning of the dec-
ade (FY 99-00, 42.3%).  
As a result of this state underfunding of educa-

tion in Connecticut, an organization called CT 

Coalition for Justice in Education Funding was 

organized and a lawsuit was filed against the 

state that is now before the State Supreme 

Court. CCJEF seeks to achieve an adequately 

and equitably funded PK-12 public education 

system that is based on the learning needs of 

students and the real costs of delivering high-

quality education in every community.  

Linden / Toffolon Kindergartners 
Support Food Pantry  
Community outreach continues at Toffolon and 
Linden as kindergartners from both schools re-
cently toured Gnazzo’s Food Center. During the 
tour students enjoyed refreshments and also pur-
chased items to donate to the Plainville Food 
Pantry. 


